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S o o menecca e Movements of grey seals (Halichoerus grypus) in
South West England using photo-identification.

Jarvis, Lesley Jarvis & Dave McBride
Method
Long term photo-identification is being used to learn about the complex grey seal movements around the South West of England (Cornwall, Devon and Isles
of Scilly). A database of left and right seal neck and body profiles has been collected since 2000 from Godrevy on the north coast in west Cornwall. Smaller
scale photo identification projects at other sites around the southwest coast, over more limited periods of time, have been visually compared to the Godrevy
seal photo identification database, as well as photographs taken more opportunistically by locals and visitors. At least 5 marker patterns are required to
confirm a positive identification of an individual seal.
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Several notable movements were recorded, including DP41 ‘Seahorse’ (male) at Godrevy on 01/09/03, Porth Joke 09/09/03 and Godrevy 13/09/03, swimming
at least 50 km in 12 days; DP143 ‘3 Pearls’ (male) at Godrevy on 15/03/08, Scillies 25/03/08 and Godrevy 27/03/08, swimming at least 140 km in 12 days and
S262 ‘Ghost 2" at Morte Point on 08/09/08, Godrevy 20/09/08 - pupping on 23/09/08, having swum at least 89 km in 12 days. Whilst seals are known to swim
considerable distances, our understanding of the connections seals make between these sites is important and informative to conservationists. As research
Contrnues and expands to other S|tes a much greater understanding of individual seal (and age/gender group) seasonal movement patterns can be learned.
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DP143 Pearls (Adult male) ‘ 5262 Ghost 2 (Adult female 3 days before pupplng) S163: Wriggle(AdUIt-ferr\aIe, 32 days before pupping)

Future seals surveys will develop our understanding of seal links across the Celtic Fringe.

For more information about the work of Cornwall Seal Group, visit www.cornwallsealgroup.co.uk or email sue@cornwallsealgroup.co.uk



