Successful management of a wild wandering
walrus (Odobenus rosmarus) in western Europe
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Timeline
1: 17.03.21 a juvenile male walrus
known as ‘Wally’ first sighted at
Valentia Island, Co. Kerry, Ireland

2:19.03.21 - 17.05.21 inhabited
Tenby harbour, UK; first observations
of hauling on boats and structures
and use of management methods

3: 19.05.21 sighted off Cornwall, UK

4: 27.05.21 - 01.06.21 inhabited the |00

harbour at La Rochelle, France,
hauled out on boats and structures

5: 05.06.21 visited the harbour at
Bilbao, Spain

6:17.06.21 - 27.07.21 resided in the
busiest harbour at the Isles of Scilly,

UK, a group of over 100 small islands |

only five of which are inhabited.
Damaged/sank several small boats;
threats made against his life and

wellbeing of rescue and conservation
staff; public causing disturbanceand |

putting themselves in danger

7: 02.08.21 — 29.08.21 visited a

number of harbours along the south § |

coast of Ireland, with similar issues

and management measures as those &=

in the Isles of Scilly

8:19.09.21 last sighted hauled out on |

a pier in Hofn, Iceland
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had to be implemented in Tenby (A),

- | Scilly (B) and Ireland (C) to ensure the
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wellbeing of all, and to allow him time
to recover for his next journey.

Walrus management
» Air horn and hosepipe (A)
» Daily behaviour monitoring and
disturbance incidents recorded for
ongoing risk assessment (B, C)
» Alternative floating platform
provided in harbour (B, C)
» Distracting with a larger boat (B)
» Barricading access to or removal of
vulnerable vessels (B, C)
» Walrus and orca vocalisations — not
used (B)
» Polar bear scent — not used (B)

People management
» Consultation and communication
with key stakeholders (A, B, C)

S8l . > Constant visible presence of ‘walrus

wardens’ (A, B, C)
» Best practice advice to prevent
disturbance regularly issued (A, B, C)
» Signage at harbour access points (B)
» Regular updates in media and on
social media (B, C)
» Ongoing collaboration with partner
organisations for other climate
refugee walruses
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