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BACKGROUND
Solitary sociable dolphins are especially vulnerable to anthropogenic pressures as they become increasingly habituated to human presence (Table 1). Their tendency to seek interaction can 
lead to injury or fatality and creates dynamic challenges for those responsible for management with a wide array of scenarios, some requiring urgent and adaptive responses. Since 2017, four 
solitary sociable bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops truncatus) in south-west England have required active management and intervention. This presentation outlines the management techniques 
and tools applied during these cases, with recommendations on future use and additional measures in these situations.

CASE STUDY A: DANNY, May 2017 – October 2020
Region: Cornwall and Dorset
Behaviour
At initial observation in Cornwall, Danny was classified as a Level 2 individual, exhibiting 
associative behaviours with static structures (e.g.: navigational buoys) located outside 
harbour environments. This behaviour escalated over time to include active following of, 
and interaction with, vessels across a wide spatial range throughout Cornwall. In 2018, 
Danny relocated to Dorset, where sightings were concentrated primarily in the Weymouth 
and Portland areas. During this period, vessel-directed behaviours and interactions with 
other water users remained persistent and characteristic.
Management Measures
Management actions, coordinated by non-governmental organisations (NGOs), included 
the early establishment of a systematic sightings log to document spatial movements, 
behavioural patterns, and disturbance events. Initial efforts focused on limiting public 
dissemination of location data to reduce unmanaged interactions. As awareness and public 
interest increased, targeted educational outreach was implemented to promote 
appropriate human behaviour. This was complemented by stakeholder engagement with 
local authorities and the deployment of trained volunteers to provide a visible on-site 
presence and guidance.
Outcome
Deceased (fatal injury consistent with vessel propeller strike).

CASE STUDY B: NICK, August – September 2021
Region: Isles of Scilly, Cornwall, south-west Ireland
Behaviour
Initially classified as a Level 2 individual, behaviour was characterised by associations with 
swimmers and vessels. This escalated rapidly to Level 4, with repeated entry into harbour 
environments and frequent, close interactions with water users. Notably, this included sustained 
proximity to a large group of children, accompanied by increasingly erratic and boisterous 
behaviour (see Reference 2).
Management Measures
Management responses, led by non-governmental organisations (NGOs), included the 
maintenance of a sightings log to systematically record spatial use, behavioural progression, and 
disturbance events. Due to the rapid increase in sighting frequency and behavioural escalation, 
targeted public messaging was implemented at an early stage. Additional measures included 
coordinated engagement with relevant authorities and the deployment of trained volunteers to 
provide a visible on-site presence.
During the final recorded incident, involving close interactions with children in the water, a joint 
decision was made by BDMLR and RNLI to initiate evacuation procedures based on an 
assessment of elevated risk of serious injury. The individual was subsequently guided away from 
the area and back to open water using a small vessel.
Outcome
Found deceased in southwest Ireland; injuries consistent with a vessel propeller strike.

References:
Lone Rangers    Nick swimming
Report      with crowd film

CASE STUDY C: JOHN, March – August 2022
Region: Cornwall
Behaviour
Behavioural patterns demonstrated gradual progression from Level 2, characterised by 
loose associations with vessels and paddle craft in proximity to harbours and high-use 
recreational beaches, to Level 3, involving more direct and regular interactions with people.
Management Measures
Management actions, led by non-governmental organisations (NGOs), included the 
maintenance of a sightings log to document spatial distribution, behavioural changes, and 
disturbance events. Initial efforts focused on limiting public dissemination of information; 
however, as awareness increased, targeted key messaging was implemented alongside 
engagement with relevant authorities. A visible volunteer presence was deployed on an 
intermittent basis to support monitoring and public guidance.
Outcome
Presumed survived.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
From the measures used in these case studies, data recording supported improved tracking of 
movements, habitat use, behavioural progression, and incidents of disturbance or inappropriate 
human behaviour. The recorded information was integral to management planning, visible 
policing, targeted messaging, and broader public-awareness efforts. In cases A, B and C, the 
management strategy centred on systematic sightings recording, outreach to key authorities, and 
coordinated public messaging. Proactive, well-coordinated communication - supported by 
cooperation between agencies, NGOs, and community stakeholders - can yield substantial 
benefits. Strategised public messaging plays a vital role in reducing harmful human interactions 
and helping protect these unique animals.

A precautionary, evidence-led approach is required for the protection and management of 
solitary, sociable cetaceans, particularly as UK records increase. This should involve targeted 
legislation combining short- and long-term measures. Short-term actions include emergency 
STOP orders, strengthened byelaw powers, immediate penalties for disturbance, and temporary 
exclusion zones for human activity. Long-term strategies should establish structured, strategic 
legislative protection. Effective implementation depends on adequate enforcement resources 
and case-specific management that accounts for local environmental and human factors. In the 
absence of a central coordinating body, efforts should be led by researchers, NGOs, and welfare 
organisations, supported by robust legislative frameworks.

CASE STUDY D: REGGIE, May – September 2025
Region: Dorset
Behaviour
Initially classified as a Level 2 individual, behaviour progressed relatively rapidly to Level 4. This 
escalation was characterised by increasingly intense and boisterous interactions with water users, 
including incidents resulting in human injury. The individual also sustained injuries consistent with 
a vessel propeller strike.
Management Measures
Management was led by a statutory body, with support from non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs). Interventions included the dissemination of targeted public messaging, incorporating an 
online community engagement session, alongside coordinated engagement with relevant 
authorities. A consistent visible presence of staff and trained volunteers was maintained to 
support monitoring and promote risk mitigation behaviours among water users.
Outcome
Presumed survived.
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Stage 1
Establishes new home range; explores but stays in a small safe area. May follow 
boats but avoids humans.

Stage 2 Becomes habituated; follows boats more. Curious about people but keeps distance.

Stage 3
Interacts with a few familiar people; physical contact may occur. Increased 
active/aerial behaviour.

Stage 4
Becomes well-known and a tourist attraction. Risk of harmful or aggressive 
interactions due to human behaviour.

Table 1: Levels of social solitary cetacean habituation (Lone Rangers report, (Marine Connection)
Photo 1: John interacting with a buoy (Billy Nason) Photo 2: Danny interacting with diver (Colin Garrett)

Photo 3: Danny ID photo (Marine Discovery Penzance) Photo 4: John sightings and behaviour log (BDMLR) Photo 5: Nick with propellor injuries (IWDG) Photo 6: Reggie interacting with swimmer (Mirror)

Photo 7: social solitary dolphin awareness poster (MC)

Photo 8: memorial monument to Danny in Dorset (MC)
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